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our State. She lived a long and fruitful 
life; she will be missed by admirers 
around the world, but most of all by 
the Vermonters who knew and loved 
her. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MIKLOS HARASZTI 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, in my 

capacity as Chairman of the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, I am pleased to commend 
Miklos Haraszti, the OSCE Representa-
tive on Freedom of the Media, for his 
years of dedicated service in the cause 
of advancing freedom of expression and 
media. An accomplished writer and 
journalist as well as a courageous 
human rights activist in his native 
Hungary for decades prior to the end of 
the Cold War, he was elected to par-
liament in the early 1990s. Since his ap-
pointment to his current position in 
2004, Mr. Haraszti has been an out-
spoken champion for beleaguered jour-
nalists throughout the OSCE region. 

Mr. Haraszti’s periodic reports have 
proven invaluable in tracking trends 
regarding laws, policies and practices 
governing freedom of expression and 
media in the participating states. He 
has been vigilant in monitoring and re-
porting on issues arising from the 
adoption of ‘‘extremism’’ laws in a 
growing number of OSCE countries. 
The Representative on Freedom of the 
Media has likewise been a strong voice 
in calling for decriminalization of defa-
mation and a critic of attempts by 
some regimes to restrict the Internet 
and new media technologies. Most im-
portantly, he has responded to specific 
urgent situations and cases, including 
instances involving the harassment, 
physical attacks, and even murder of 
journalists. He has never shied away 
from naming names, he has never 
played favorites, and he has been a 
voice for those whom governments 
would like to silence. 

Next month Mr. Haraszti will con-
clude his service as the OSCE Rep-
resentative on Freedom of the Media. 
You can write a great mandate for a 
high-level official, but if you don’t ap-
point the right person to the job, you 
won’t get results. Mr. Haraszti has 
been the right person for the right job 
and we have been very fortunate that 
he has given 6 years to serve the great-
er good in the OSCE region. 

The OSCE participating States will 
be hard pressed to find an individual to 
match his professionalism, passion, and 
integrity. I join my colleagues at the 
Helsinki Commission in expressing our 
deep appreciation to Miklos Haraszti, a 
tireless advocate for freedom of expres-
sion and media, for his service and we 
wish him the best in his future pur-
suits. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS STEWART 
AND PEGGY CLAYTON CHAPMAN 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate Curtis Stewart and 

Peggy Clayton Chapman as the 2009 
Man and Woman of the Year, as named 
by the Dumas Chamber of Commerce. 

I was pleased to be on-hand as Curtis 
and Peggy were recognized last month 
during the Annual Dumas Chamber of 
Commerce Banquet. I have felt a long 
kinship to Dumas, and I am grateful 
for the friendships I have made there. 

Dumas is a community with a great 
spirit of volunteerism and caring. Mr. 
President, we should all embrace the 
spirit of service and volunteerism on 
display by these deserving individuals. 
I send my heartfelt congratulations to 
both Curtis and Peggy.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO THE JASON SMITH 
FAMILY 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I congratulate the Jason Smith family 
for being named the Desha County 
Farm Family of the Year for 2009. 

I have felt a long kinship with Desha 
County, and I am grateful for the 
friendships I have made there. 

As a seventh-generation Arkansan 
and farmer’s daughter and as chairman 
of the Senate Agriculture Committee, I 
understand firsthand and appreciate 
the hard work and contributions of our 
farm families. Agriculture is the back-
bone of Arkansas’s economy, creating 
more than 270,000 jobs in the State and 
providing $9.1 billion in wages and sala-
ries. In total, agriculture contributes 
roughly $15.9 billion to the Arkansas 
economy each year. 

Our farm families are critical to our 
Nation’s economic stability. We must 
work to continue the farm family tra-
dition, so families such as the Smith 
family are able to maintain their live-
lihoods and continue to help provide 
the safe, abundant, and affordable food 
supply that feeds our own country and 
the world and that is essential to our 
own economic stability. 

I salute the Smiths and all Arkansas 
farm families for their hard work and 
dedication.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING MONTICELLO’S 
EDUCATORS 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I recognize Monticello’s Educators of 
the Year: Dr. Juan Serna, assistant 
professor of physics at the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello; Cindy 
Flemister, a second grade teacher at 
Drew Central Elementary School; and 
Wanda Jackson, a third grade teacher 
at Monticello Elementary School. 

These educators represent the best of 
our Arkansas educational system, and 
I am pleased to see them receive these 
recognitions. 

The University of Arkansas at Monti-
cello selected Dr. Juan Serna, an as-
sistant professor of physics, as its edu-
cator teacher of the year. Serna, who is 
responsible for the pre-engineering pro-
gram at UAM, completed his Ph.D. at 
the University of Arkansas in 2005. His 
research interests are in mathematical 
physics and quantum optics. 

The Drew Central Educator of the 
Year is Cindy Flemister, a second 
grade teacher at Drew Central Elemen-
tary School. According to her cowork-
ers, Cindy was chosen for her ‘‘extraor-
dinary kindness, open-mindedness, tol-
erance, and patience as she works with 
students or visits with parents.’’ 

The Monticello School District’s Ed-
ucator of the Year is Wanda Jackson, a 
third grade teacher at Monticello Ele-
mentary School. According to her fel-
low teachers, Wanda believes that all 
students are capable of learning and 
achieving. They say her dedication to 
student success is evident from the mo-
ment you enter her classroom, where 
she provides lessons and activities tai-
lored to meet the specific needs of her 
students. 

As a mother of twin boys and as an 
aunt with many nieces and nephews, I 
know firsthand that no child is alike. 
They each have unique personality 
traits and different abilities. They also 
have their own learning habits and in-
terests. I have heard from many Ar-
kansas teachers, administrators, par-
ents, and students who have expressed 
the same view. 

There is no issue more intricately 
connected to the future prosperity of 
our Nation than the quality of our 
schools. I am proud to see our Arkan-
sas educators, especially those in Mon-
ticello, offer every child the chance to 
achieve his or her full potential.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HOT SPRINGS 
ARKANSAS 

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the town of Hot Springs 
in my home State of Arkansas. Hot 
Springs was recently voted the ‘‘Best 
Attraction in Arkansas’’ by the readers 
of Southern Living magazine, one of 
the largest lifestyle magazines in the 
country. 

I have always felt a close connection 
to the community of Hot Springs. I 
have many fond memories of the trips 
to Hot Springs that my parents took 
me and my siblings on when we were 
young. Exploring the downtown shops, 
restaurants, and National Park bath-
houses was always exciting. We also 
spent untold hours on the area lakes 
boating, swimming, and fishing. I am 
pleased that I am able to continue ex-
periencing those wonderful memories 
with my own children, who I know will 
someday look back on their childhood 
days spent in Hot Springs, as I have, as 
some of the most happy times of their 
lives. 

In 1832, Congress set aside the nat-
ural hot springs site as a Federal res-
ervation, making Hot Springs National 
Park America’s ‘‘first resort.’’ Hot 
Springs provides opportunities for 
camping, fishing, hiking, and boating 
on its lakes and in its forests. Hot 
Springs is also known for its vibrant 
arts community, with a variety of art 
galleries and antique shops, along with 
the nationally recognized Hot Springs 
Documentary Film Festival and Hot 
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